
D / Alençon 30km/37ô  

Also Chateaux of Lower Normandy, and Haras du Pin 

 

Alençon's medieval cobbled streets, cafes, gift 

shops, chocolatiers, parks and street markets 

(Thursday and Saturday) should not be missed. 

The Parc des Promenades near the château 

regularly hosts open-air shows, festivals and 

exhibitions and has a superb rose garden near 

the bandstand. 

 

You can hire a handset and follow an audio tour 

on foot from the Alençon Tourist Office. This is 

housed in the former palace of the Dukes of 

Alençon, the 'Maison d'Ozé', next to the 

spectacular Basilica of Notre Dame.

Nearby 

in Rue St Blaise you can visit the birthplace of 

St Therese of Lisieux, which   

       draws pilgrims from around the world.  

http://www.paysdalencontourisme.com/alencon-sainte-therese-enfant-jesus_24_fr.html 

 

In the summer, a Tourist Train  runs regularly each day around Alençon - a fun way to see the town in 45 

mins before exploring at leisure on foot. 

 

A visit to the vibrant restored town of Alençon is like travelling through time. Among its centuries-old 

highlights are the circular wheat market, home to exhibitions beneath its magnificent glass dome ; the Halle 

aux toiles, now a meeting venue, and the recently restored Jesuit church. Cobbled streets lead you from the 

town centre to the medieval quarter nearby, passing half timbered houses, Notre Dame Church, the Dukeôs 

castle and the Town Hall. 

 

Lôh¹tel Fromont de La Besnardiere (Prefecture de lôOrne) 

http://www.paysdalencontourisme.com/alencon-and-its-surrounding-area-carrouges-area_223_fr.html 

You will find many excellent restaurants, cafés, bars and bistros in Alençon. 

Alençon lace, probably the finest in the world, has been made since the 17th century. The Museum of Fine 

Arts  houses a permanent exhibition explaining the technique and displays examples from down the 

centuries. Samples can be bought - but are VERY expensive! 

 
 

 

 

D / Chateaux of lower Normandy  From Alençon : Mortree  31km/30ô or 

        St Christophe-le-Jajolet  48km/45ô 

Head North of Alençon and go to Mortree, or St Christophe-Le-Jajolet (start with the Chateau de Sassy, the 

only one open in the morning), which you can reach in about an hour if you pick the fast route, using the 

A28 and A88. 

In the vicinity, there will be three chateaux to look at. Pick one or two for a visit (they are all open in the 

summer, in the afternoon), or just drive around to discover these impressive witnesses of centuries of history 

and their different styles 

The château de Médavy is an impressive XVIIIth century château with two fine (much older) towers and a 

moat fed by the river Orne, diverted 200m just for this purpose. 

http://www.normandie-chambres.co.uk/alencon.html
http://www.paysdalencontourisme.com/index.php4?lang=en
http://www.paysdalencontourisme.com/alencon-sainte-therese-enfant-jesus_24_fr.html
http://visitnormandy.wordpress.com/2009/08/17/alencon-one-of-lower-normandys-best-secrets/
http://www.paysdalencontourisme.com/alencon-and-its-surrounding-area-carrouges-area_223_fr.html
http://www.normandie-chambres.co.uk/restaurant.html


 

 

 

 

CHATEAU DE MEDAVY 61570 MEDAVY  

Tel. : 02 33 35 05 09  

Open July and August, afternoons  

http://www.chateau-medavy.com/ 

 

Château d'O 

 

The Château d'O bears the name of the family that built it at the end of the XVth century. The building is 

reflected in the water of the moats which surround it.  

It matches in beauty the best châteaux of the Loire.  

The château is open most afternoons from June to mid-September from 1.30pm to 5.00pm. 

NB: Please, check hours with them ahead of time! 

 

http://www.norma  ndie-chambres.co.uk/what2see.html 

Château de Sassy 

 

 

The château is close to the village of Saint-Christophe-le-Jajolet. 

 

It has an impressive traditional formal French garden with pathways leading from the château and its 

terraces, inviting the visitor to walk the length of the gardens. At one end of the garden is a charming 

orangery. 

Opening : From mid-June to mid-September, 10h30 to 12h30 and 14h to 18h. Easter Saturday to the 14/6 

and the 16/9 to the 30/9, weekends and festivals, 15h to 18h. 

 

Self-guided visits to the garden, guided for the château. 

 

Return on smaller roads, if you wish to explore the Ecouves forest, a beautiful area of woodland crisscrossed 

by small forest roads, bridleways and footpaths.  

A majestic beech avenue leads from the château to a lake surrounded with woods, meadows and orchards. 

An idyllic path leads the visitor past a maze and some 18th century pre-Romantic follies to two little  

D / Haras du Pin and cathedral of Sees  From Alençon : 25km/30ô 

http://www.chateau-medavy.com/
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_Y0pLn9JmlUo/S1gTV8UApsI/AAAAAAAANcM/Q4jMGFv2SCc/s1600-h/DCP_0829a.jpg


Head North for the day and explore the Southern part of Normandy. If you take small roads, in the Spring 

(April and May), you will admire the apple orchards in full bloom set off by the fresh, bright green grass. If 

you go the fast way, Sees is a one-hour drive (53km), add 10 more minutes for Le-Pin-au-Haras (which is 

the geographical name of the place, to be used in the GPS). 

From Alençon, turn north on the main road to Rouen (D438) as far as Sées. Head for the town centre if you 

wish to visit to visit the Gothic cathedral. The producer Luc Besson shot part of his film óJoan of Arcô here.  

 

 

Then, continue north on the D438 to Nonant le Pin and turn left on the D926 to the Haras du Pin stud farm. 

The internationally famous stud farm is open to the public for visits and has regular demonstrations of 

carriage driving (Thursday afternoons and other times, rain or shine!) and exhibitions explaining their work. 

The presentation is in French. 

http://www.haras-national-du-pin.com/en/html 

 

 

Here are some of the pictures we took on a sunny 

day : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.haras-national-du-pin.com/en/html

